
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT: Professional Planning Consulting Services with Green Consulting Group, Inc. Waive 

Competitive Bidding Process (Staff recommends approval). 
REQUESTED ACTION: Waive Competitive Bidding Process and Approve Proposal for 

Professional Planning Consulting Services with Green Consulting 
Group, Inc.  

 
  Work Session (Report Only) DATE OF MEETING: 11/24/2009 
  Regular Meeting  Special Meeting  
    
CONTRACT:  N/A Vendor/Entity:  Green Consulting 

Group, Inc. 
 Effective Date: 11/24/2009 Termination Date:  9/30/2010 
 Managing Division / Dept:  Planning 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: $24,000 

 Annual FUNDING SOURCE: General Fund - Planning Administration 
 Capital EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT: 001-140-515-3100 
 N/A  

 

HISTORY/FACTS/ISSUES: 
The Planning Department's FY 2009/10 budget includes an allocation of $24,000 for the use of 
professional planning consulting services.  The purpose of the professional planning consulting 
services is primarily to provide assistance to the Planning Department in response to the recent 
consolidation of planning services with the cities of Center Hill and Webster and the significant work 
effort required in FY 2009/10 for the update of the County's Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, the 
consultant will assist on an as-needed basis for the zoning case reviews.  It is anticipated that 
approximately 20 hours of service will be used each month. 
 
A critical need for these services is the ability to immediately support the consolidated planning 
functions for the cities of Webster and Center Hill.  In addition, Brad Cornelius, Planning Manager, is 
the single staff person with the required knowledge of State planning laws to complete the County's 
update to the Comprehensive Plan. Consequently, contracting with a professional planning consultant 
would assure continuity of the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan if something were to occur 
to Mr. Cornelius that would prevent him from completing the update.    
 
Section 902 of the County's Purchasing Policies and Procedures provides for the County Administrator 
to waive services from the competitive bidding process.  Because of the critical immediate need for 
these services, staff requests the requirement for competitive bidding be waived.    
 
Given these critical needs and pursuant to Section 902 of the County's Purchasing Policies and 
Procedures to waive the competitive bidding process, Green Consulting Group, Inc. is recommended to 
provide these services for the following reasons:. 
 
1.  Green Consulting Group, Inc. served as the planning consulting firm for the City of Center Hill 
prior to the consolidation.  Green Consulting Group, Inc. knows the City's zoning regulations and 
comprehensive plan without the need for any training period.  Staff confirmed through Diane Lamb, 
City of Center Hill City Clerk, the City was satisfied with the professional planning consulting services 
provided by Green Consulting Group, Inc. 



 
2.  Green Consulting Group, Inc. prepared the Public School Facilities Element in 2008 for the County 
and all five of the cities.  Consequently, Green Consulting Group, Inc. has knowledge of planning and 
development issues within the county and all five cities. 
 
3.  Green Consulting Group, Inc. was previously contracted with the County to provide professional 
planning consulting services.  Consequently, Green Consulting Group, Inc. is already familiar with the 
County's zoning regulations and comprehensive plan. 
 
4.  Green Consulting Group, Inc. will be providing only professional planning consulting services.  
Professional planning consulting services are not covered under Section 287.55, Florida Statutes 
(“Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act”). 
 
5.  Because Green Consulting Group, Inc. has the past experience of working with the County and the 
five cities, specifically City of Center Hill, Green Consulting Group, Inc. will be able to immediately 
provide the needed professional planning consulting services. 
 
The period for the professional planning services will run through September 30, 2010.  The fees are 
based on the rate schedule included with the attached proposal provided by Green Consulting Services, 
Inc.  The effort will be invoiced on a time and material basis with a cap of $24,000 in fees. 
 
In summary, staff requests the Board to waive the competitive bidding process, pursuant to Section 902 
of the County's Purchasing Policies and Procedures, for the professional planning consulting services 
and approve the agreement with Green Consulting Group, Inc. to provide these services.    
 
 

 










